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Q. 2448 Concern Of Experts On Nuclear Deal With US
  14/12/2006   

RAJYA SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2448

TO BE ANSWERED ON 14.12.2006
2448. DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI:

SHRI RAJ MOHINDER SINGH MAJITHA:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:
(a) whether it is a fact that many nuclear experts in India have expressed their concern over the clause incorporated in the Bill related to the Indo-American nuclear deal passed recently by the American Senate;

(b) if so, the facts thereof alongwith the names of the experts who have expressed their concern over the matter; and

(c) the reaction of Government thereto?

ANSWER THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE)
(a) –(b) As a significant foreign policy initiative, the India-US nuclear understanding has been subject of public discussion and debate. Several commentators have expressed their views over various aspects of the Waiver Bills that were being considered in the U.S. Congress to enable full civil nuclear energy cooperation between India and U.S. 

(c) The Government of India had conveyed its concerns with regard to the waiver bills to the US Government. Prime Minister’s statements in Parliament in August 2006 have spelt out the Government position on this matter. The two Governments have held discussions at senior levels to ensure that the final legislation would enable the U.S. Administration to fulfill all its commitments under the July 18, 2005 Indo-US Joint Statement and the March 2006 Separation Plan. 
